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BNQ 3009-600: FIRST QUEBEC STANDARD FOR
MOLD IN RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

Québec City, Tuesday, April 28, 2020—Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ) is
introducing the first benchmark standard for the inspection and rehabilitation of residential
buildings in Québec contaminated by mold. To ensure the public has access to high-quality
professional work, the standard sets out best practices based on scientific data and the
consensus of a committee of experts.

Available free of charge on BNQ’'s website, the standard is aimed primarily at trained
professionals and employees of businesses that offer inspection and decontamination
services for homes contaminated with mold. However, it will also be useful for building
occupants, owners, and managers; contractors; municipal authorities; and government and
regulatory agencies.

The standard applies to residential buildings or to the inhabited parts of mixed-use buildings,
regardless of whether they are single-family or multi-unit, newly built or not, and occupied
by owners or tenants. BNQ 3009-600 is the result of the dedicated efforts of a
multidisciplinary, scientific and technical team consisting of service providers, end-users, and
experts in the field.

A first in North America, the standard details the comprehensive steps to take in the event of
suspected mold contamination in a residential building, including identifying the source,
assessing the contamination, planning and carrying out decontamination work, ensuring
quality control of the decontamination, and even communicating with the client. Included in
the appendices to the standard are one on best practices to avoid the occurence of mold and
others setting out, in diagram form, steps for inspecting the premises and rehabilitating the
building.

BNQ 3009-600 is a voluntary standard that could be easily adopted as a regulatory tool by
municipalities or even as a requirement by insurance companies. It could also prove useful in
litigation as a reliable Québec reference document outlining best practices.


https://www.bnq.qc.ca/fr/

“It is certainly in the public’s interest to be aware of this standard so they can insist that work
be carried out in accordance with its quality requirements,” notes BNQ senior director Jean
Rousseau.

For more information about the BNQ, 3009-600 standard Mold Contamination in Residential
Buildings — Assessment of the Contamination and Rehabilitation of the Building, please
contact Mélanie M. Robitaille or visit BNQ’s website:

https://www.bng.qgc.ca/en/standardization/construction/mold-contamination-of-residential-
buildings.html

Financial Contributors

The development of this standard was made possible thanks to the financial support of the
following organizations: Association de la construction du Québec (ACQ), Association des
professionnels de la construction et de I’habitation du Québec (APCHQ), CAA-Québec,
Garantie de Construction Résidentielle (GCR), Ministére de la Santé et des Services sociaux
(MSSS), Régie du batiment du Québec (RBQ), Société d’habitation du Québec (SHQ), Ville de
Montréal, and Ville de Québec.

The standard has been made available free of charge thanks to the financial support of the
following organizations: Ministere de la Santé et des Services sociaux (MSSS), Régie du
batiment du Québec (RBQ), Ville de Montréal, Ville de Québec, and Ville de Trois-Rivieres.

About BNQ

Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ), an administrative unit of Investissement Québec,
has been the go-to organization for standards and certification in Québec since 1961. It
develops consensus standards and certification protocols in compliance with the rules of the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO). BNQ is accredited by the Standards
Council of Canada (SCC).

For more about BNQ: www.bng.qgc.ca.
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Mélanie M. Robitaille, M. Sc. Annie Morin

Standards Developer Communications Advisor
418-652-2238, ext. 2452 418-659-1550, ext. 2520

melanie.m-robitaille@bng.qgc.ca annie.morin@invest-quebec.com
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